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finding a permanent job and expensive leases, causes
made wareef finished his work in Cairo and heading
to the Gaza Strip again through tunnels wareef said
when we asked him about walking in the tunnel :
“You must bend your head when entering the tunnel,
feel tightness in your chest you I can not breath easy ,
because of the lack of air, the second visit was harder
than the first I stayed in the tunnel for several hours
, the experience was difficult and dangerous but you
must adventure”Izmir ... the first leg in Gaza Izmir
was the restaurant named which wareef and his Syrian
friend who came with him from Egypt worked in ,
wareef tried to mix the taste of the food between Syri-
an and Turkish and a Lebanese, which people in Gaza
love it , “the most difficulty thing I faced is to find
raw materials and some supplies for food like spices,
I tried to replace it with what is the provider in Gaza,
the Israeli blockade has played negatively on situation
In Gaza and on our work” he said , after working in
Izmir restaurant for over a year, not to mention the
power outages and acute shortage of fuel and natural
gas, however, Izmir was the most famous restaurant
in Gaza Strip, and get the attention from international
and global media telling the story about wareef and his
adventure to come to Gaza escaping the war in Syria,
says wareef, “I did not refuse any interview with me
because its my responsibility to show the whole world
my story and to rise my voice “Happiness and war...
During that time wareef met a Palestinian journalist
from Gaza working for France 24 Arabic and she was
preparing a report about the Syrian refugees in Gaza,
and after couple of month they get married.

The war began in 2014, 2 months after wareef mar-
riage, Izmir owner had to close the restaurant, during
the war, which lasted fifty-one days wareef decided to
help his wife during her media converge wareef says:
“I was supportive for my wife’s work in media, but I
also felt its kind of protection for her at the same time”
Suryana “our Syria”...The war ended and wareef be-
gin to search for another job, but Gaza Strip suffered

from huge destruction and poor economic conditions
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that made the search difficult, five months took wa-
reef searching for a new job, till one day a business-
man discussed with wareef an idea of create a Syrian
fast food restaurant wareef : “ suryana “our Syria “
, I named the restaurant , the name makes me feel
comfortable and also tried to add new types of food
As Syrian and Turkish, French shawerma, , which
is not found in Gaza’s restaurants, “Suryana began
rapidly spreading in Gaza, unique name and taste; the
gazan’s love it, which makes wareef Hamidou a star
known chef and all the Medias focusing on his journey
Syrian refugees in Gaza.Wareef who loved Gaza strip
and the people and felt that there are many similarity
in social matters , but he can not leave Gaza as other
original 14 Syrian refugees families carrying a Syrian
Passport “expired” beside they entered Gaza through
tunnels , not to mention that these families

Experiencing a difficult living conditions and without
work, all these problems makes the Syrian create the
first Association in Gaza strip , to improve their situa-
tion and wareef was the manager , but the big problem
they faced is how to travel outside Gaza : “the prob-
lem that most Syrians run from the war in Syria to
face another war in Gaza, and also these families do
not have a source of income and do not work as well,
through the Association we tried to help the families
as much as we can such as providing baskets food, but
still need to provide the rent for houses, and the most
problem we faced was is how to renew our passports”
wareef said A trip may not be End...Wareef hamedo
journey Continuing searching for freedom , even if
he become a star in Gaza newspapers and media, but
he wants his right to move freely from one country to
another, and in Gaza he is a prisoner as other Syrians
without any official papers or passports, wareef says:
“what we want is to allow us to renew our passports
so we can travel in case the relations between Gaza
and Egypt become better, this one Our rights that we

proclaim and will continue call for it till we get it
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From Aleppo to Gaza .. the Story of
Warief Hamido a young Syrian man

Wareef ...

Wareef Hamidou Syrian guy, 30-year-old from Aleppo,
working in restaurants since more than fifteen years,
worked with chefs in the most popular hotels in Syria
The journey began when the conditions became dan-
gerous in Syria especially in Aleppo where wareef and
his family lived, “after losing my house, my job and my
family fled to Turkey to escape from the conflict in
Syria, by crossing Bab Al-salama which located in the
North of Aleppo, the trip was dangerous and risky”
wareef said .

From Turkey to Egypt.

Wareef arrived to Turkey after long hours of travelling,
he didn't stay in turkey for long time to fly later by
sea to port said in Egypt, where he worked for more
than eight months in a restaurant in Cairo, preparing
special food, for famous companies, he said about that:
“we prepare facilities for large companies and also I do
decorate some fruits, which fits for a famous company

also we diversify a particular Syrian foods which many

yayo-of

Arabic people preferred”

From the tunnel into Gaza strip...

During wareef working in Cairo he met a Palestinian
friend from Gaza

Whose offer wareef to work at his restaurant in the
Gaza Strip, wareef did not respond fast , and decid-
ed to think a little bit on this offer and to visit Gaza
Strip to see the restaurant before making this decision,
about his first visit to Gaza , which has been through
one of the tunnels between Egypt and Rafah wareef
said : “Since I entered Gaza for the first time I can not
deny that the atmosphere changed, I felt like I was in
a Syrian villages, especially the people in Gaza have
customs and traditions similar to us, so there are some
areas and lanes too close to Syria, I visited the restau-
rant and I liked despite its simplicity”

After the first visit to Gaza, wareef accept to work
with the Palestinian partner, especially the work in
Egypt was no longer easy, and the situation of Syrian

refugees in Egypt were bad , beside the difficulty of

Ve
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Al kawakibi Organizati hosted a breakfast ceremony for the

Al kawakibi Organization for human rights hosted a breakfast ceremony (Iftar Ramadan) for the
wives of the detainees and martyrs in the Turkish city of Antakya.

The Organization Management has set up a banquet in Dr. Asaad Asaad center in the city of An-
tioch and called for it the wives and sons and daughters of the detainees and martyrs living in the
city of Antioch.

Al kawakibi Organization for Human Rights submits its thanks and praise for its cadres in the city
of Antioch for their blessed efforts in the success of this event

The Organization management directs its thanks to Dr. Asaad Asaad for hosting this event in his
center, and wishes him further success

And all thanks to professor lawyer Suleiman Al-Issa for his blessing to the success of this event.
Also we thank everyone who graciously helped in this event and helped us in the draw a smile on

the lips of children in these blessed days
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most sincere apology.

The last paper “: One week ago I began to add some kind of poison with specific doses to her morning cof-
fee, every day, I see her health deteriorate little by little, her cheeks avouch, her hair falling out, she coughs
strongly, quickly nausea, headache, haunt her with severe waves, hurting slowly, but with pride, she was
completely silent, looking at me with sadness, and wandering. It seems that she knew what I was doing, but
she was complicit with my despicable conspiracy.

Today, the sixteenth of May, we awakened early, I asked Magda to wear her favorite white dress that she used
to wear every holiday, she responded without hesitation, but she looked a little thinner, we drank our morn-
ing coffee. Fairouz was singing “Every night you return back oh night”, along my life, I did not see such a
morning like this morning, before the noon, Magda had gave her spirit to its maker .. I hold her to her bed,
I've just covered her lightly. Then I lay down next to her and drank my bottle of poison all at once, at most
I need a few hours, before I leave you for the time Last, Magda would forgive me, because I ensured her a

<«

quiet end, with no blood, no body parts, and because we will die together, with dignity and as lovers ...

Ali Bakkar al-Halabi....
Village of Jeb Al Hamam - Aleppo.

Y’\O—g:JT \—‘
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But what had pushed the professor toward suicide
commitment, what happened in the nearby village
“Maskana”, two weeks ago, when ISIS called all
teachers in the village, and neighboring villages, and
gathered them in the Faith mosque (which turned
it into the Ibn Taymiyyah mosque) and told them
that every teacher must attend legitimacy course,
in addition to provide a letter of repentance, and
swear allegiance to the Caliph al-Baghdadi, and ev-
erybody who fails of that, would be dealt as a apos-
tate, that means to be slaughtered after seizing his
house and his money.

The third paper: “in the last two years, the regime’s
grip has been zhicheng, and we became able to
breath some air, our village remained for not a short
period, far from battles of “ Al Nusra “ and the”
Free Army  during which we did not know ston-
ing, slitting necks, or drums and chemical weap-
ons, nor sects and hatred ... but this relative calm
quickly ended up in the last month, suddenly the
world turned over, and everything changed, and the
most what puzzled me was: Where was all this ha-
tred hidden? Where was all this cruelty? And how
did people change so quickly? Have they been re-
ally nice? Or I was the only stupid? “Strange fac-
es increased in our village, of every race and color,
various countries, and in all languages and dialects.
God willing, all of them are united behind one goal,
they came from the ends of the world to achieve it:
to teach us ethics, imposing decency on our wom-
en, and cleansing our village from infidels!

Abu stone, who else?, the school guard whose name
became the Sheikh Abu Al Qaqaa, Oh woe of who
calls him with his old name, he would lash him
mercilessly, and the surprise is , that Abu stone, I
mean Abu Al Qaqaa, became the educational dis-
trict director. On Friday he stood in front of people,

and became a sermon: We declare our innocence

Y, yeve - of

of the false curriculum education, Nusayris books,
and from now on, there would not be national an-
them or a flag and morning queue, and meaningless
chatter, these are all remnants of secular and dis-
belief. Many things have been changed: November
School, where I studied for twenty years, its name
became “School Abu Musab al-Zarqawi “. How do
you want me, stopping in front of my students, and
I admit to them that all the past years, I was an in-
fidel and a bad person, and today God guided me
and I became Muslim?!

The fourth paper: “I'm going to die, but I will nev-
er forget, and I don’t want you to forget; oblivion
betrayal, I would summarize all my life with these
leaflets, I would write on them my pains and my
fears, and my memories, which are the memories
of fear, perhaps only the fear is the most capable to
be a history in parallel to our counterfeit histories,
the fear is our shade while we walk in our lonely
ways, which do not conducive to anything but only
to disappointments. It's not easy to write your last
will, your will that will not recommend it some-
thing, because it is nothing deserves to be told. I
will write about our dreams, which remain under
postponement, about our pains that I feel them ac-
cumulate now at once, waiting to leave for last time,
and forever. It is not easy that you write between the
flames, and you are in the bottom of hell.

“The pain that I experienced last week, nobody
tried before, the most what hurts me are Magda’s
reviews, when she ogle me with love and nostal-
gia sometimes, and with pain and sadness another
times. We exchange a silent conversation that is full
of ecstasy, and within each of us a fire that is enough
for a forest. If she keeps silent, she kills me with her
silence, and if she talks, a jerk applies in my body
that shakes me entirely. We start to cry together, no

longer I ashamed of my tears, perhaps they were the
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By - Abdul Ghani Salama.

A week after his disappearance, following the emis-
sion of strange smells of the place, the neighbors
checked the house of Professor “Ali Bakar”, to find
his semi-decomposed body, lying along with his
wife, and their hands intertwined together. He was
wearing his gray suit with a blue neck tie, while
his wife wore a black lined white dress, still retains
some of its splendor. One of them was found some
papers that the Professor wrote with his hand, in-
cluding suicide commitment message, and he sent
it to me by e-mail, with a brief explanation of the
circumstances and the reasons for his suicide com-
mitment, and I publish it exactly as I received it, as
a kind of integrity, and an honor of the spirit of the
deceased.

The first paper, “about a month ago, specifically in
the day when ISIS approached from the edge of our
town, and I'm thinking of suicide commitment,
what makes me stand hesitant, and postpone the
subject from day to day, is my poor wife Magda,
who rejects the idea of suicide commitment from
an out of faith, she is religious, and she considers
suicide commitment as some sort of killing the soul
which Allah has forbidden, but I was scared of the
idea of death, leaving her alone facing the horrors
of war, I imagined herds of ISIS are messing her

closet, and smashing her images and mirrors, then

yayo-of

lead her to the captives market ... so the most thing
that haunts me is how we die together , as we lived
together for thirty-five years. “

“In recent weeks, Mr. Ali, uncharacteristically, per-
manent straying and frown, remarkably worried,
although he does not stop cursing the space station,
but he spends his night moving from one news to
another, searching for any news that takes him out
of his troubled , and on the balcony of his home, we
spent recent weeks chatting, we stare together to-
wards the mountain on the other side, in our imag-
ination, what behind it of the events, memories and
possibilities, before the professor starts talking with
a sad tone: I tell you frankly, I was scared whenever
I saw the executioner of ISIS dragging someone by
the collar as if he is a goat, and he brought to knees
without a will, then slaughters him with cold blood.
Oh my God, whenever I imagined myself as that
person, my body recoils.

The second paper, “this is may be the worst mo-
ment experienced by the village, everyone is aware
that it is, the end, they surrender to it, just like a
predetermination. Our village has become power-
less, without options, even the desire of people in
migration diminished, and they realized that it is
inevitable, and anyone who has a semi-safe place,
his relatives and neighbors accumulated in it, hope-
tully that gives them some security, or their death

becomes lighter; death with the group is a mercy. “
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of a lot of refugees who came from Bulgaria or Italy, and
their cases got “exceptions” for humanitarian reasons and
were approved, so it would have been nice if they gave a
little of their humanity towards the blind man who has
not seen his children and his family for nearly two years.
In addition, his case officer assured him that they will
not send him to Bulgaria because of his health. He went
to a Swedish doctor named Johan Anderson, who, after
conducting few tests, prepared a report addressed to the
Swedish Migration Agency which says that he needs a
personal escort at all times or he might hurt myself. But
the Migration Agency did not agreed on coordinating
with the Bulgarian government to secure help for him in
case he arrived at Bulgarian airport.

He thinks the main reason is that the Swedish Migration
Agency did not want to take the responsibility of a blind
man.

He continues saying: Maybe they thought I would be
an inactive member in the society despite the fact that
my resume is a long history of work and learning. Not
to mention that I am a professional physical therapist,
which is an in-demand profession in Sweden. And if I
lacked the will to live as they might think, I would not
have crossed 4000 km through Europe searching for a
better future, and I dare any human being in the whole
world to find their way in the street if s/he closed him/
her eyes for only 5 minutes. So how can a man like me
who conquer his disability and crossed 4000 Km to be
treated in such a way.

Haysam continues: I reached out to several humanitari-
an organizations but the only organization that actually
tried to help me is “al-Kawakibi Organization for Human
Rights” by contacting “Amnesty International” in Stock-
holm several times but we did not get the expected re-
sponse from an organization this big.

I remember my family dearly; they are just like many

4
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other families in Syria living in a state of constant fear of

the danger of getting bombarded by the Assad forces or
experience the practices of the extremist soldiers of the
Islamic State. Moreover, schools have turned into shelters
because many families have emigrated there. Therefore,
if my children were destined to live, their future is un-
predictable because of their lack of schooling. My wife
told me that my children are having panic attacks be-
cause of the things they see and experience every day.
Besides, they blame me because they think that I might
have abandoned them since it has been two years since

I left Syria.

They will deport me to Bulgaria and what can one do in a
country where you do not have any rights or the slightest
chance of survival? If they are to send me to Bulgaria by
force, starvation is the best outcome for me. I decided
that if they deported me by force, I will return to Syria
directly. My wife and kids are facing the risk of death and
armed conflict every second. Since I failed in Europe by
securing a good future for my children, I think it is better
to die holding my wife’s hand in one hand, and with the
other, holding the hand of my youngest child who has

not seen me yet.
Ahmad F. Ammouri
Translated into English by:

Ahmad F. Ammouri

Jamal F. Ammouri
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motivation of why he had to leave immediately.

* The journey began from Turkey with a group of friends
to a stumbled beginning -or that is what he thought be-
cause it was nothing in comparison to what happened
later- they ran into many difficulties that they did not an-
ticipate. The monopolization of the routes to Europe by
human smugglers, and enforcing unbelievable high rates
for a middle class man from Syria so he borrowed the
money he was short of and paid along with his friends to
a human smuggler who told them that he will get them
to Europe using his own “special methods” It seemed
that his definition of special methods is strange since the
first day because they spent the entire first day walking
on foot as well as sleeping several times in the woods,
which was the exact opposite of the image he painted for
them when they paid him the money. He did not keep his
word because they were stopped in Bulgaria, while the
agreement was that he is to take them to Europe through
Greece because even if they get caught in Greece, and
got fingerprinted, it is unaccounted for. In Bulgaria, they
were treated like criminals not as refugees fleeing from
a certain death. The food which they gave them was one
piece of bread and cheese for the whole day. Even using
the toilet was, sometimes, once every other day. They did
not abuse him physically, because he did not give them

any reason to, so mainly it was just mental torture. The

Y’\O—g:j

detective, through an interpreter, told them that there is
no way to avoid prison unless if they were willingly agree
to get their fingerprinted. Meanwhile, their willpower is
long gone and any self-respect they had is now complete-
ly shattered, so they were forced to agree as they saw no
other alternative. They got released from the prison and
transferred to a camp where they got paid 65 Bulgarian
lev (30 euros) a month which was supposed to be enough
for food, clothes and other personal necessities. Since the
prices in the camp’s cafeteria were super high, they had
to walk 7 km to the nearest village so they could buy
groceries at normal price.

Two months have passed, until he got his temporary
three years Bulgarian residency papers and a passport.
Once they got the residency papers, they stopped giv-
ing them the 30 euros and they were forced outside the
camp. They were seven people who rented an old country
house for 550 BGN (250 EUR) and it lacked even the
most basic requirements of living such as a toilet and hot
water. He stayed there for nearly two months until he was
able to travel outside of Bulgaria. He arrived in Sweden
15-01-2014 and got the final rejection of the Supreme
Court in Sweden in June 2015.He was fully informed of
the Dublin Convention. However, he expected a com-
pletely different decision.

During the year and a half he spent in Sweden, he knew

Yn
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From Darkness into Darkness

The Voyage of a Syrian Man

It all began with the desire to help and the law that stood
between.. The desire to help those who are in need and
the strict law that contradicted with that wish..
“al-Kawakibi Organization for Human Rights” is reach-
ing out for all Humanitarian Organizations to lend the
helping hand to the Syrian blind man, Haysam Ibrahim
al-Ahmad.

From the darkness of the womb into the darkness of life,
and from the darkness of a civil war into the darkness of
the unknown future. The Syrian citizen Haysam Ibrahim
al-Ahmad is a living example of the clash of humanity
and human laws. Our organization has met with him in
an attempt to find the dark side of the migration to Eu-
rope.

Who is Haysam al-Ahmad before the revolution?

He was born in 1978 into a world without light, without
hope. But that did not stop him from making his own
hope, and, in a way, his own light. So he studied in the

schools for the blind in Syria until he got his baccalaure-
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the story of Ibrahim al-Ahmad

a blind Syrian refugee ..........

ate then he traveled to Tunisia and studied there for three
years. Eventually he got his Bachelor in physical therapy
and learnt French. After he graduated, he got a job in
Tunisia before he decided to go back to Syria to get mar-
ried and to work in the Directorate of Health in Aleppo.
He lived a normal life and did not let his disability take
away his right to live a normal life; he used to go alone to
his job without any help, go grocery shopping and take
his kids for a walk and when the war was shifted towards
Aleppo, in the second year of the revolution, the place
where he was working in was bombarded by the Assad
forces, so he had to move with his family to the suburbs
of Aleppo.

Ahmad says:

Neutrality was never an option in Syria and it did not be-
come so after the revolution. He had to choose; either to
be part of the ongoing armed conflict or not to be there
at all. And that is what he chose because he was never in
favor of violence and violent actions. Besides, the Islamic
State (ISIS) has just seized control over the village where

he used to live, so this worked very well as the main
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Safe area be really secure? would

Turkey announced the establishment of the safe area in
northern Syria stretching along 150 km from Jarablus
on the Western bank of Euphrates to Ras Al-Ain and
depth of 50 km, and Turkey agreed with the Ameri-
cans to use the Injerlik Air Base in air attacks on daash
and this reign will be used to host the Syrian refugees.
Meanwhile the United States announced that it plans
to establish a so-called safe zone from Islamic State
< along the Turkish-Syrian border with their assertion
that this does not include a no-fly zone in the north
and air protection will be only for the force which is
fighting daash.

selected area is mostly controlled by Kurdish fighters
and Turkish Foreign Minister, miflon Shawish Ihsan
oglu, told in a press conference in Lisbon : « There is no
difference between B KK and daash and we cannot say
that BKK is better because it is fighting daash ... They

are fighting for power, not for peace and security. Can
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the secure area be achieved ? Or is it only a safe zone
for Turkey? The United States bombed daash to help
the Kurds, Turkey bombed Kurdish basically and hit
daash shyly.

In case they adapt the safe zone for the Syrian refu-
gees, would it be free of armed groups and warlords?
And would there be security for Syrian citizens in all
fields of life to establish security system and

police? And would there be judicial system ? In order
to achieve the interests of life for the Syrians in this
area which requires the establishment of institutions
for these interests. Can this be achieved without inter-
national will? Or will it be a Turkish colony with a civil

Syrian administration controlled by Turkey?

Talal Al Abdullah
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