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from: sectarianism, the
exclusion of 50 percent
of the people (known as
women) from progress
and productivity, the kind
of conspiracy theroies
that always shift blame
to “the west” or the CIA
and their allegedly vi-
cious plans or the Israe-
lis.

As a reporter in Syria

| have seen and wit-
nessed first-hand how
the western world aban-
doned the people who
were rising up against
their brutal regime. |
witnessed how America
and my own country,
Germany, were standing
idly by when the mon-
strous Assad gassed
children in the streets
of the capital. | strong-
ly believe that we will
look back at the years
of the Syrian war one
day and feel nothing

but ashamed for all the
things we did not do, for
not intervening, for not
protecting children from
being barrel-bombed.
But | also believe that
the Arab world has to
accept responsibility

for the misery they are
in. The west is not to
blame for the sectarian
violence that is tearing

not only Syria but many
other Arab countries
apart. The western world
is not responsible for a
century-old tradition of
excluding women - the
protective element in
any society - from public
debate. The Arab world
has to accept and then
ultimately overcome the
crisis of political Islam
where religion is be-

ing instrumentalized to
justify murderous ideolo-
gies. It is a sad fact that
among 350 million Arabs
in the Arab world there
hardly is one living in
freedom. And it is anoth-
er sad fact that Muslims
enjoy more liberties

and opportunities in the
Western world than in
any Muslim country. The
youth of the Arab world

C-10 gyl - &l caall

deserve to, one day,
enjoy the same standard
of living, the same pro-
tection by law from state
brutality, the insanity of
Islamist groups and op-
pression. But to achieve
that people have to
realize that only equal-
ity, worldly education,
science and, first of all,
a strong sense of own-
ership for ones fate will
lead to a better future.

Syria rose up before
against the most brutal
regime. Today the coun-
try lies in ashes. But the
Syrians | have come to
know have the capacity
and the will to rise up
again, against failed ide-
ologies of the past, and
rebuild their beautiful
country.
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By JULIAN REICHELT

When | crossed the
border from Syria back
into Turkey for the last
time, in the fall of 2013,
| knew that things were
going to get worse. But
it was hard to imagine,
even then, how bad it
was going to be. Since
then Syria, a country

| love more than any
other in the Arab world
for its beauty, its people,
its sense of humor, its
food, its secularism, has
turned into hell on earth.
A regime that rains
barrel bombs at its peo-
ple. An army of godless
psychopaths - ISIS - that

C-10 gyl - Wil

is terrorizing cities and
communities and is
sending shockwaves of
grizzly beheading vid-
eos around the world,
destroying ancient arte-
facts, cruzifying Chris-
tians and other minori-
ties. The Syria | visited
so many times, from
Damascus to Aleppo,
with its unique openness
has ceased to exist.
Today it's hard to see
how Syria could find its
way back to civilization.
Both, the regime and ex-
tremist groups like ISIS
would have to go which
seems unlikely today.
And even then years

of rebuilding would be
needed, grievances
would have to be over-

come, children would
have to get used to the
new times of peace.
Peace - that is hard to
imagine for Syria these
days.

But when the moment

to rebuild comes, Syria
should not forget to fol-
low the path they once
embraced when the
revolution started. It's

a path of inclusion and
ownership where people
actively take part in the
shaping of their com-
munities, where they
profit from their country’s
riches, not only corrupt
government officials. But
it should also be a path
that leaves behind de-
sease large parts of the
Arab world are suffering
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