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first, it looked like an amusing game: hovering

At

lower towards the rooftops in our neighborhood. Hearing

in the skies, a plane was descending lower and

its buzzing, the kids were overjoyed; they were about to
see the pilot waving to them with one hand while steering
the plane with another. Their mother hurried to the balcony
and screamed frenziedly, *What are you doing here?”
*Watching the plane. Look, mother, isn't this pilot our
neighbor's son who became an officer?”

Shocked, the mother screams, "No! This is not our
neighbor's son. This will drop a bomb that will destroy
the entire quarter. Come, get in the bathroom and hide
yourselves. Hurry up!”

Terrified, Fatima gets in, shaking. A shudder of fear creeps
all over her skinny body, while the smart ten-year old boy
asks his foolish mother sarcastically, *“Wouldn’t the bomb
get to the bathroom?”

The mother slaps her face in panic, while her twelve-
year old son says, laughing, "Mother, the best place
to hide from bombs is the balcony. Here we can fly, or
become sparrows; in the bathroom we might turn into
cockroaches.”

The plane is still hovering overhead, as if looking for a
specific target. The mother senses that the pilot has seen
her children and that they would be his target. She looks
into his eyes, she sees him and feels that she knows him;
he is indeed the neighbor's son. She imagines he is waving
to her with his hand and laughing; no, she almost hears
him saying to her, *Hello, Om Ahmad. It's me, Sulaiman,
the son of your neighbor, Om Sulaiman. | used to play
with your son Ahmad in the neighborhood. | am now a
lieutenant. Is it true that Ahmad ran away two years ago
and became a terrorist?”

Om Ahmadtrembles, forshe doesn’'t know the whereabouts
of her son who, when called to active duty, dragged his
feet too long, then disappeared from sight, leaving a little
‘note saying, "Forgive me, mother; | can’t go to war. I'm
afraid they would ask me to kill someone. | am running,
but | promise to return.” But return he did not.

The plane circles around the row of compact buildings
and buzzes through lines of laundry on rooftops which
are already jam-packed with water tanks, diesel tanks,
and satellite dishes. Seeing his mother shaking, the smart
boy yells, *Mom, this plane won't bomb us. The captain
is a son of the neighborhood; no way he is gonna bomb
his neighbors and neighborhood. He is only looking for
terrorists.” :

His younger brother was gripped by sudden joy that :
made him as frisky as a cat playing with a butterfly. He = ; : :
screamed, ‘Mom, look at the barrel!” : - o v

Om Ahmad freezes as she sees the shimmering barrel : ;

cascading anddancing triumphantly onits waydowntothe -
neighborhood. Wi'am screams joyfully and sarcastically. : o :

*Our neighbor knows we've been living without water; : S e

surely this is a barrel of water; he only came.to bring 'us L ._ e ;
water.” i ' . \ X
The little one laughs and comments wryly, *No, it's a barrel
of diesel. Close your eyes or the diesel will burn them.” r
Mesmerized by watching the barrel’s earthbound jeq}ne'y,'
Om Ahmad forgot her panic. Where would it fali‘:{,Wt_)‘Q i
would die after a minute? Who would lose his hands.
or legs? Who would be buried alive under the. rub'bleﬂéf""
his own house? The barrel is approachlng Her absent-'
mindedness is interrupted by a sharp round of applause-
her younger son announces that the nelghbor has ramed
down another barrel to the nelghborhood : b

balcony is the safest place o TS
Om Ahmad gnashes her teeth Wlth

insists on staying on in the b‘alcqﬁy‘.
himself from his mom’s grip and scre

die like a cockroach.”
The younger one laughs mali
sparrow, you the cockroach,”
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